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Deborah BRAUTIGAM 
 
Deborah Brautigam is the Bernard L. Schwartz Professor of International Political 
Economy and founding director of the China Africa Research Initiative (CARI) at 
Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS). She 
has been writing about the fact and fiction of China and Africa; state-building; 
governance and foreign aid for more than 30 years. She is the author of 3 books on 
China in Africa, including The Dragon’s Gift: The Real Story of China in Africa. Her 
current research focuses on Chinese lending in risky overseas markets. 
 
Won KIDANE 
 
Won Kidane is a Fulbright Scholar and a tenured Associate Professor of Law at the 
Seattle University School of Law. He teaches and writes in the areas of international 
arbitration and litigation, international and comparative law, international investment 
law, and a clinical course, among others. Professor Kidane has published a 
comprehensive book on dispute settlement in China-Africa economic relations 
focusing on investment and commercial arbitration. His latest book, The Culture of 
International Arbitration, was released in March 2017 by Oxford University Press. 
Before teaching, Professor Kidane practiced law in Washington DC; he continues to 
represent African States in high stakes international investment and commercial 
arbitration matters. He holds an SJD from Georgetown, a JD from the University of 
Illinois, an LL.M from the University of Georgia, and an LL.B from Addis Ababa 
University. He is admitted to practice law in the District of Columbia, Washington 
State, and Illinois. 
 
Meg RITHMIRE 
 
Meg Rithmire is F. Warren MacFarlan associate professor in the Business, 
Government, and International Economy Unit. Professor Rithmire holds a PhD in 
Government from Harvard University, and her primary expertise is in the comparative 
political economy of development with a focus on China and Asia. Her first book, 
Land Bargains and Chinese Capitalism (Cambridge University Press, 2015), 
examines the role of land politics, urban governments, and local property rights 
regimes in the Chinese economic reforms. A set of new projects investigates the 
relationship between capital, the state, and globalization in Asia, especially China 
and Southeast Asia. Prof. Rithmire has conducted fieldwork in China, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Singapore, and Sri Lanka. 

 


