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Eric OLANDER is the Managing Editor of The China Africa Project (CAP), an

independent, non-partisan multimedia news initiative dedicated to exploring

every facet of Chinese engagement in Africa. Eric has more than 25 years of

journalism experience as a chief editor, producer, and correspondent at

many of the world’s leading international news organizations including CNN,

the BBC World Service, the Associated Press, and FRANCE 24 among others.

He’s worked all over the world producing radio, TV, and digital journalism,

but his primary area of expertise is China where’s spent more than a decade

in both academic and professional capacities. Eric is a fluent Mandarin speaker with an

undergraduate degree in East African history from the University of California at Berkeley and a

Master’s of Public Affairs from the University of Hong Kong.

Cobus VAN STADEN is a senior researcher focusing on Africa-China relations

at the South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA), and a visiting

lecturer at the University of the Witwatersrand’s Department of Media

Studies. He holds a PhD in Media Studies from the University of Nagoya,

Japan. He is the co-founder of the China-Africa Project and co-host of its

regular China in Africa Podcast. His work focuses on Chinese public

diplomacy and media messaging in Africa. He has been a visiting lecturer at

Central European University in Hungary (now Austria), at Communications

University of China, and Rhodes University in South Africa. His book Anxious Joburg: The Inner

Lives of a Global South City was published in 2020.
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Deborah BRAUTIGAM is the Director of the China Africa Research Initiative

(SAIS-CARI) and the Bernard L. Schwartz Professor of International Political

Economy at the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies

(SAIS) at Johns Hopkins University. A leading expert on China in Africa,

Professor Brautigam is the author of Will Africa Feed China? (Oxford

University Press, 2015), The Dragon’s Gift: The Real Story of China in Africa

(Oxford University Press, 2010; Chinese version published by Chinese

Academy of Social Sciences Press) and Chinese Aid and African

Development: Exporting Green Revolution (St. Martin’s Press, 1998). She is also co-editor of

Taxation and State-Building: Capacity and Consent (Cambridge University Press, 2008) as well as

numerous articles published in academic journals and public affairs media. Professor Brautigam

regularly advises international agencies and governments on China-Africa economic engagement.

Kevin P. GALLAGHER is a Professor of Global Development Policy at Boston

University’s Frederick S. Pardee School of Global Studies, where he directs

the Global Development Policy Center. He is the author or co-author of six

books, including The China Triangle: Latin America’s China Boom (2016).

Gallagher serves on the United Nations’ Committee for Development Policy

and co-chairs the T20 Task Force on An International Financial Architecture

for Stability and Development at the G20. He previously served on the

investment sub-committee of the Advisory Committee on International

Economic Policy at the US Department of State and on the National Advisory Committee at the

Environmental Protection Agency. Gallagher has been a visiting or adjunct professor at the Paul

Nitze School of Advanced International Studies at Johns Hopkins University, the Fletcher School of

Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University; El Colegio de México in Mexico; Tsinghua University in

China, and the Center for State and Society in Argentina.

Matthew MINGEY is a senior analyst at Rhodium Group, an economic

research firm, where he focuses on emerging market finance and China’s

economic diplomacy. He oversees the Group’s database of debt

renegotiations involving China, and tracks the impact of China’s global aid,

loan, and investment flows. Matthew is also an Associate at Columbia

University’s School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA), as part of the

Capstone program.
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Evis RUCAJ is Senior Economist/Statistician at the World Bank. She has over

20 years of experience on policy-relevant external sector statistics. She

leads the Debt Data team of the Development Data Group. Evis oversees

the publication of International Debt Statistics publication and the

compilation and dissemination of the World Bank Debtor Reporting System

(DRS) database, quarterly external debt statistics (QEDS) as well as quarterly

public sector debt statistics (QPSD) in a collaborative effort with the IMF

and the OECD. Prior to the World Bank, she was Deputy Director of the Statistics Department at

the Bank of Albania.

Anna GELPERN is an Anne Fleming Research Professor at Georgetown Law

and a nonresident senior fellow at the Peterson Institute for International

Economics. She has published research on government debt, contracts, and

regulation of financial institutions and markets. She has co-authored a law

textbook on International Finance, and has contributed to international

initiatives on financial reform and government debt. She co-directs the

Sovereign Debt Forum, a collaboration among Georgetown Law’s Institute

of International Economic Law and academic institutions in the United

States and Europe, dedicated to cutting edge research and capacity building in sovereign debt

management.

SAIS-CARI Annual Conference – April 6-May 18, 2021 – Last update 2021.04.16  – Page 3


